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THE 


VISIONS. 
Sir Hedter Ryley: 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 


“Friday OBober 27. 1710. 








From Greenwich, OGober 25. 


EING invited to a Wed- 
ding, I drefs'd my felf very 
gay, and went to fee the 
young Couple married. At 

my firft coming 1 found a Company 
that I rhoughe did not ar all fuit the 
Converfation of one of my Years, 
which gave me fome Difturbance. 
But that Difappointment was foon 
made up; for a Coach full of Ladies 
‘ fomewhat older than my felf (which 
J] thought could not well be) came 
in. The fight of them put me jnto 
an extraordinary good Humour, and 
as 1 am always a Man that love to 
follow the Example of my Seniors, 
I attended them into the, Beide- 
Chamber, and faluted the Women, 
as is ufualonfuch Occafions. After 
Dinner we Old People left the 
Youthful by themfelves to laugh 


and make merry ; and we fell intoa 
ferious Difcourfe of the Beauties and 
Deformities of the Mind, as far as 
they relate to the end of mutual So- 
ciety. One of the grave Matrons 
ask’d me, wherein I barat: true Me- 
rit. Itold her that, Word raiféd in 
mea quite different Idea to what it 
generally does in ‘others; but that 
Sentiment (faid 1) may rife from 
want of a true Relifh of Things, 
However, I would give my Opinion 
in that Point. It is to me a Mean- 
nefs of Spirit, and what does not at 
all become a wife Man, to rank Per- 
fons according to the Figure of their 
Fortunes, without confidering the 
natural Endowments of their Minds; 
for tho’ Providence beftows upon us 
never fo great Attluence, and in that 
Condition we are not adorn’d with 
real Perfection, a Slave of refined 
Notions is véry much fuperiour to 
us, and aflumes a greater richnefs of 
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Soul than we can pretend to. The 
Pagans, though over-fhadowed with 
the dark Cloud of Ignorance, ufed 
to reprefent human Knowledge very 
lively ; they figur'd out Perfons void 
of Underftanding in the Habit of 
Beggars, and thofe of fublime 
Thoughts in the Drefs of Princes. 
To judge rightly, iste value a Man 
according to the Brightnefs of the 
Ideas we fee thine in him ; for with- 
out that it will have but an ill effect 
upon dur Behaviour. This is no 
Notion of placing a Peafant upon a 
Throne, or pulling down a Prince 
from his Honour ; it only fets Men 
in their regular Clafles, as to what 
relates to the Perfeétions of the Soul. 
I broke off my Difcourfe by telling 
the Ladies, that I thought it was 
now time to give the young married 
Couple a fecond Vifit, and try whe- 
ther we could infufe, by our good 
Advice or Example, any thing that 
might be worthy of Imitation. We 
went into the Great Hall, and found 
them dancing, which I was not wil- 
ling to interrupt, but let them _pro- 
ceed as long.as they thought fit in 
that diverting Amufement. When 
they had ended,and all Tongues were 
filent,l begun to give an account of 
fome particular Circumftances that 
pafs'd at my Wedding Threefcore 
Years ago. Thefe kind of Stories 
drew them in to liften with Pleafure 
to what I faid. I told them it was the 
Cuftom in thofe Days for old grave 
Fathers to lay before young People 
upon their Wedding Day Leffons of 
Jnitruction how to {teer and manage 
their Lives anfwerable to the right 


Ends for which they were joyned 
together in Wedlock. I ordered 
Matters f©, that I did not at all tire 
out their Patience with tedious and 
melancholly Harangues, that had 
more feverity than Lifeinthem. I 
only gave the Parties to underftand. 
that th@y were now taking leave ot 
their aged Parents, and centering up- 
ona Strate, wherein they would be 
either happy or miferable ; for your 
Fortune in this way of Life (faid 1) 
will be wholly of your own making. 
‘The great Caufé of Evil, | have ob- 
ferved, generally proceeds from too 
much Vanity and want of Difcre- 
tion. As foon as I apprehended they 
had taken a true Idea of what I aim’d 
at, | bid the Muficians play up a 
Country-Tune, and Ltook one of 
the Ancient Ladies by, the Hand and 
led up the Dance; which I found 
gave much more Diverfion to the 
whole Company, than I had added 
Heavinefs to them by my {ferious 
Advice. 





From the Union-Coffee-Houfe in 
Cornhill, O&ober 25. 


J Think there’s nothing in Nature 
more unaccountable, than a cer- 
tain Affectation which dwells in the 
Minds of fome Men: they often 
pretend to defpifé what they do not 
underftand, as if there were a Beau- 
ty inIgnorance. The Merit of this 
ridiculous Vanity is downright Ill 
Humour, which endeavours to make 
all things ununiform,the better to in- 
vade and overthrew what they hare 
or 
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orenvy. This Thought arofe in me 
from a Reflection on the Folly of a 
pretended Wit whom I met with in 
this Place: He exerted himfelf in 
the midit of a Company of grave 
Ciizens, who liftend to his ill- 
grounded Inveétives againgt my Pa- 
per, N@& 17. as a Piece not fine e- 
nough to pleafe the Tafle of our 
modern Criticks. He was going on 
at this rate, when | interrupted him, 
Sir, (faid 1) methinks you build your 
Cenfures on fo il] a Foundation, that 
your Choice of Ground betrays you 
to be an unskilful Architect. Toa 
Man who confiders as he reads, there 
is nothing mean in the Article you 


are paraphrafing upon ; you may fee 
plainly that the Author's Defign is to 
reprove the Ignorance of fuch Per- 
fons, as will not be brought to the 


Opinion, that Thoughts are moved 
by two Springs, and have their Ma- 
ker as well as the World: Here the 
Spark, half-angry. cut me off with a 
brisk Demand, of what was meant 
by giving an- Account how the 
great World moves every Day to- 
wards its laft Diffolution: To this I 
anfwer'd mildly, That none but A- 
theifts believ'd the Terreftrial Globe 
to be fixed to Eternity. Well, well, 
(fays he) if a Man will be partial, he 
may be fo: You are Sir Heifler Ryley 
himfelf, for ought I know, and can 
beft explain your own Works if fo, 
prythee, Old Fellow, what makes 
you cant and fay, that Women are 
more Vertuous Chafte, Modeft, Free 
and Generous than Men. Look ye, 
Sir, (faid I) 1 am a little acquainted 
with that Grave Gentleman you 


{peak of, and fince you are fo igno- 
rant as to need an Explication, PI 
give it you: Sir Heifler, in the Arti- 
cle you laft mention’d, which isin 
N° 3. propofes nothing more than 
that Women are not tinctured with 
many of the Vices Men are prone to, 
and not fo fubject to Fondnefs and 
Intemperance, to gratifie their Paf- 
fions or Pleafures. Here he inter- 
rupted me again; Since you are fo 
good (faid he) at Expofitions, ac- 
count 4 little for old Sir Heifter’s Ta- 
lent of diflembling ; in fome of his 
Works, tother Day, he was fo old 
and Crazy,thathe faid People look’d 
upon him to have liv dever {ince the 
Reign of ly Elizabeth ; and now 
all of a fudden, he is renewed as the 
Eagle, grown frefh and gay, and 
forfooth is carrying off in a handfom 
courfe the Affe&tions of fome young 
Ladies. Prithee tell Sir Heifer, when 
you fee him, that he knows who 
ought to have a good Memory, and 
fo farewell. ‘The Gentleman had 
no fooner fpoken, but threw down 
his Sixpence, and went laughing out 
of the Room. Upon this | faw the 
Company were a little divided in 
their Sentiments ; fome thought the 
Pert Fellow to be a refined Politici- 
an; others, who were the wifelt of 
the Society, faid I had ‘pleaded well 
for a good Caufe; which was no 
great Difficulty for a bad Counfellor 


to do. 





From my Study, OGtober 26. 
T HIS Day I had entire to my 
felf, without being pefter’d = 
the 
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the impertinent Chat of Vilitors ; 
d it between this 
lace and the Chapel, and was let 


P 
at liberty to he 
I 
t 
I 


but I had divid 
ar the great Beil ot 
rch eglling ail the Af- 
ernoon, Which was [weet M < to 

i Ears. ‘J makes me dell; 
famerimes to be alone ; for in ha 
folicary Mood can fancy my Soul 
to be diflodged from the Body, and 
as one,juft beforethe Celeftial Trump 
blew its laft Sound awak'd and peep- 
ing out of his ‘Tomb to behold the 

reat Luminary of Heaven droping 
es its Orb, and falling into a to- 
tal Eclipfe ; the Moon lofing her 
Silver Light, and vailing her Face 
with gloomy Darknefs ; the Stars 
bereaved of their glorious Luftre, 
and {hooting down as a h{ty Shower 
of Hail ; the Earth burning, and rea- 
dy to be reduced to its Primitive 
Afhes ; the lofty Seruétures reeling, 
and rumbling y Prem at one juftle ; 
the Rivers and the Ocean throwing 
their whole ftock of Waters out ot 
their deep Caverns ; the Blofloms 
and Flowers in every Field and 
Garden fading and dying ; and the 
Swans {Cattering their fine white 
Feathers, and finging their laft Songs. 
Thefe Refie&tions rofe in me from a 
Repor, that a noble Peer of the 
Realm, who had never met with any 
crofs Accidents from the Cradel to 
the Grave, was enter’d without No- 
tice into an immenfe Ocean of time, 
which always glides on, but never 
finds a Period. While [ was upon 
the Meditation, the Corps of this 
great Perfonage pafs'd hy my Win- 
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dow about twelve laft Nighr, till 
which time I fate up, waiting to fee 
the Dead drefs'd in State, and going 
to the Grave in much Pomp. 

I] received the | ‘ 
froma Lady, who I fuppofe would 
fiin enter into the happpy State of 
Matrimony. 
SIR 
yY OU muof: needs be born with 

all the foir ‘Youches of Hu- 
manity, you {peak fo tenderly of 
Marriage. Pury to our Sex is the 
eafielt Paflion of the Mind, andT 
cannot but believe that there’s al- 
ways a Concern upon your Spirits, 
when you hear that Men are falfe, 
and Court our Sex only to deceive, 
But above all things I cannot omit 
taking Notice, how you are mani- 
feftly infpired in corre&ting the 
Faults of the Women, without 
cafting the leaft Stain upon their 
Characters. Your Subje&ts of 
Amours are fo fine, that I think 
Men who have any true Merit 
cannot but follow your Example, 
and marry. Iam, &e. 
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I fhould be heartily glad if I could 
oblige fuch Correfpondents as the 
Author of thefe Lines. Let her but 
fend me an exaét Draught of her 
Picture, and the total Sum her For- 
tune amounts to; ifthe Image and 
the Figure appear in any wife tem- 
pting, perhaps I may be ferviceable 
in recommending to hera Perfon, 
who will be as earneft for a Wife as 
fhe can be for a Husband. 





